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Week of September 26, 1988 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: JULY 1988 


WASHINGTON -- Nonfarm payroll employment was higher in July 1988 
than a year earlier in 46 states and the District of Columbia, 
according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Unemployment rates declined in 43 states and the District of Columbia 
over the same period. The national unemployment rate for civilian 
workers, not seasonally adjusted, was down 0.6 percentage point over 
the year, from 6.1 to 5.5 percent. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not adjusted for 
seasonality, comparisons in this release are limited to changes from the 
same month a year earlier. Over-the-month comparisons may be affected by 
seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading picture of underlying 
economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Of the states reporting over-the-year unemployment rate declines, 
about half had decreases of 1 percentage point or more. The largest drops 
were in Mississippi (2.7 percentage points), Wyoming (2.6 points), Idaho 
(2.4 points), and Texas (2.1 points). (See table 1.) 


Twelve states had July unemployment rates below 4 percent. Vermont“s 
rate was the lowest in the nation--2.3 percent. Louisiana, at 10.2 
percent, continued to be the only state to have a rate in double digits. 
Kentucky, New Mexico, and West Virginia also had rates of 8 percent or 

P above. (See the map.) 


Of the 250 metropolitan areas for which July data are ‘available, 63 
had rates below 4 percent, and 29 had rates of 8 percent or more. The 
lowest rates were in Burlington, Vt. (1.8 percent), and Stamford, Conn. 
(2.0 percent). Flint, Mich. (14.9 percent), and McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, 
Tex. (14.8 percent) had the highest rates. (See table 3.) 


Employment 


Nonfarm: payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
' nonagricultural establishments, rose by 2 percent or more between July 1987 
and 1988 in 30 states. The largest percentage gains occurred in Nevada~ 
(6.1 percent), Delaware (5.0 percent), Florida and Maine (both 4.7 
percent), and Washington (4.4 percent). 


Virtually all states had over-the-year gains in services, and 
four-fifths had increases in manufacturing, transportation and public 
utilities, trade, and government. (See table 2.) ; 


__----—-----r—r nin 


The State and Met ropolitan Area Employment and Unemployment release 
for August 1988 will be issued on Tuesday, October 18, 1988. 
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Civilian labor force and unemployment by State 
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Table 2. Employees on nonagricultural payrolls by State and selected industry division 


(In thousands) 
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Table 2. Employees on nonagriculturel payrolls by State and selected industry division-Continued 


(In thousands) 
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Tab*e 3. Unenployment rates by State and selected metropolitan areas 
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3 Includes interstate portion of area located in adjacent NOTE: Data refer to place of residence. Estimates for 1967 
te. have heen benchmarked to 1967 Current Population Survey annual 
2 Data are obtained Girectly from the Current Population avereges and may differ from data published earlier. Except in 
Survey. (See “Explanatory Notes" for State and Area Labor Force the 11 States designated by footnote 2, estimates for 1988 are 
Data in Employment and Earnings, Monthly.) provisional and will be revised when new benchmark information 
P * preliminary. - becomes available. 





Week of September 26, 1988 


FUTURE OFFERS ‘JOBS FOR ALL AMERICAN WORKERS 
WHO ARE PREPARED,’ LABOR SECRETARY SAYS 


CHICAGO -- Secretary of Labor Ann McLaughlin urged business, 
government, labor and education leaders to begin now planning for what 
could be a bright future for the American workforce. 


"The future of the... national economy is bright," she said. 
"However, only a heightened investment in the most critical parts 
of the American economy, our workforce, will ‘ensure our. continued 
growth and prosperity." 


Secretary McLaughlin noted that this year’s first graders 
will be the high school graduating class of the year 2000. She 
declared: 


"Our future begins and ends with our children, our schools, 
and our willingness and ability in both the public and private 
sector to adapt to change. 


"The promise that this nation now offers is one that in our 
history we have never been able to make," Secretary McLaughlin 
told the Chicago Association of Commerce and Industry. 


Speaking as the second participant in the association’ 's 
series, "Chicago in the 1990’s -- Dialogue on the Future of Our 
Economy," Secretary McLaughlin added: 


"This is a promise that most nations can only’ dream about. 
It’ is a dream that for America can become a reality Our 
challenge is to help those whom prosperity has not yet helped.” 


McLaughlin pointed out manufacturing employment is up by 1.5 
million and that manufacturing output has risen 27 percent. 


- She said that our future is bright because we have a strong 
economic foundation to build upon. 


As an example, McLaughlin cited trade deficit figures issued 
by the Commerce Department the previous day. She said the 8.1 
billion figure was the lowest recorded U.S. trade deficit since 
1984. 


And for the fifth time this year, she added, the U.S. trade 
deficit was reduced to the single-digit range. 


"Since our recovery began in 1982," McLaughlin told the 
Chicagoans, "almost 18 million new jobs have been created. That 
represents more than 10 times the jobs created by France, 
Britain, Germany, Italy, Canada and Japan combined. 
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BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 
STATE & METRO P.7 


by State, July 1988 
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Week of September’ 26, 1988 
FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The number of jobs that require four or more years of 
college education will increase by more than 50 percent over the 
years between 1986-2000, according to the U.S. Labor Department's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Jobs in the professional occupations requiring a college 
degree are expected to grow by more than 40 percent between 1986 
and 2000, according to the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. The most rapid growth will be among engineers, 
computer systems analysts and health occupations. 


# # # 


The educational attainment of the U.S. labor force increased 
significantly over the past decade, according to the U.S. Labor 
Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. Twenty-six percent of 
adult workers (25 to 64 years of age) are now college graduates, 
up from 21 percent 10 years ago. Another 20 percent have 
completed one to three years of college, up from 16 percent in 
1978. 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 9/26/88 
LABOR SECRETARY P.2 


Over 90 percent of new U.S. jobs have been full-time, the 
labor secretary added. She said the 12 ‘midwestern states have 
benefited from a more than five percentage point drop in 
unemployment since 1982, and for Illinois as a whole, 123,000 new 
jobs have been created in the last year alone. 


McLaughlin stressed, however, that the promise of a job for 
all depends upon a skilled workforce able to perform the jobs 
that will be available in the future. 


Referring to discussion about the quality of new jobs being 
created, McLaughlin said: 


"Since 1982, jobs paying $10 an hour or more have increased 
by over 60 percent -- or 16 million -- while minimum wage jobs 
have decreased by 25 percent, or two million. 


"Over 70 percent of the net job growth has been in 
occupations which average $20,000 per year. One-third of the net 
change -- or approximately 5.5 million -- in employment has been 
concentrated in managerial! and professional specialties, 
occupations which average over $28,000 qnaaatty," Secretary 
McLaughlin declared. 


"Finally, when we examine the total picture for workers -- 


wages and benefits such as medical insurance, pensions, vacations 
-- we find that there has been a 27 percent increase in employee 
compensation since the recovery began in 1982. In other words, 
good jobs at good compensation." 


# # # 
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